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Dear Fellow Alumni:

Your alumni club fosters relationships among alumni, serves as ambassadors of the University of Illinois to our community, and provides scholarships to Houston area students attending our great school.  This          year’s events were once again diverse and well-attended by our alumni and their families.  Some highlights include:

· A scholarship dinner, attended by nearly 50 club members and guests, featuring Pulitzer Prize winning professor William C. Gaines as guest speaker.  Our scholarship recipient, Jun Hong of Stratford High, will be an entering freshman in the Bioengineering Curriculum in Champaign.  

· A Houston Rockets / Utah Jazz basketball game where we met pro players and former Illini stars Luther Head and Deron Williams behind the scenes in one of Toyota Center’s media rooms.

· Several football and basketball get-togethers in Midtown, Sugarland, and the Galleria area, where we watched games and socialized.
· An outing to a fall Astros / Cubs game, witnessing a part of the Astros season that led them to the World Series
· A very popular wine tasting event, at the home of club member Graham Duhamel.

The Houston club even received an award from the UI Alumni Association for Best Cultural Event, for a private reception and lecture by Dr. Josef Helfenstein at the Menil Collection in early 2005.
Please join us at a game, happy hour, cultural event, or other fun and stimulating activity.  Visit our website at www.houstonilliniclub.com for more details about our local club activities and links to other University of Illinois-related sites.

We hope you renew or join the Houston alumni club by completing the attached membership form and mailing it with your dues, to the address listed, by July 15.  We provide free membership to graduates from the past three years, and those who graduated 50 or more years ago (i.e. graduates prior to 1957 and subsequent to 2003.)  All members are strongly encouraged to provide their email addresses to be electronically notified of approaching events.  
For the upcoming year we are pleased to be increasing our annual scholarship award, providing a $2,000 scholarship to a local student attending the University of Illinois.  Ten dollars of your annual club dues funds this scholarship, along with a Alumni Association match of $1 for every $2 which we raise. When making out your dues, any optional contributions beyond this amount are welcome, and will be directed towards scholarships.
We encourage your help in sustaining the University of Illinois Alumni Club of Houston, and we look forward to seeing you at a club event soon!

Yours for Illinois,

Brad Turner, 2005-2006 Club President


’96 BA in Finance


